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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI APTCMATIC DEC LAS SI FI CAT TnTJ nnTng < 
DATE 03-28-2019 BY: I I 


DOADM.: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930 
UPDATE-DATE: 12MAY88 
RECORD-DATE: 30NOV87 
TYPE-CASE : USURPI 
HQ-FILE: I 

00: PE ,_ 

00-FILE: 

00-LTR: C 

AUX: WF ,-, 

AUX-FILE: |_ 

AUX: LA __ 

AUX-FILE: I 
SPECIAL-AGENT: 

SQUAD: 12 1 - 1 

CASE-STATUS: C 
SEX: M 
MARITAL: M 
RACE: W 
HEIGHT: 508 
EYES: BROWN 
INUS-OUT: IN 

AR-DATE: 21JUL58 
DP-DATE: 21MAY58 
AR-DATE: 25MAY61 
DP-DATE: 13MAY61 
AR-DATE: 24AUG63 
DP-DATE: 28JUN63 
AR-DATE: 07OCT63 
DP-DATE: 04OCT63 
AR-DATE: 15AUG64 

DP-DATE: 15JUL64 nrr^i*. 

DP-DATE: 17JUN66 | f3 TOl ° SERIAL ' 

MAs^LEm: c i 3 NO.l SERIALIZE 

CLASS-CATEG: 23 
CL“REV—DATEJ OADR 

NARRATIVE: PI INITIATED 11/12/87. BURSTEIN WAS IN CORRESPONDENCE WITH TH 
E SOVIET CONSULATE. SINCE 1960 BURSTEIN HAS ATTENDED VARIOUS SCIENTIFIC 
CONFERENCES THROUGHOUT EUROPE. IN 1961 HE SPONSORED TO VISITING SOVIETS 
FOR A CONFERENCE AND MEETING OF THE AMERICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY. IN 1967 
HE HOSTED ANOTHER VI S ITI NG SOVIET IN PHILADELPHIA. BURSTEIN WAS AN AEA 
A" APPLICANT CASE HE HAS SSAN 104013130 AND PA OPERATOR/S LICEN 

SE NO 12535892. 1 - 1 

RECORD STATUS: ACTIVE 


DOPASS: BURSTEIN*ELTAS*170930*01 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 
BIRTH-PLACE: US 
BIRTH-CITY: BROOKLYN 
BIRTH-PROV: NEW YORK 
BIRTH-DATE: 30SEP17 


TOP SERIAL 
00 NO.l SERIALIZE 


BIRTH-CITY: BROOKLYN 
BIRTH-PROV: NEW YORK 
BIRTH-DATE: 30SEP17 
CITIZEN: US 
PASSP-NO: 159479 
PASSP-CITY: WASHINGTON 
ARRIV-DATE: 21JUL58 
ARDAT-SUF: C 
DEPAR-DATE: 21MAY58 

P7P APT U-TUTV. _ ft 


I 
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DOPASS: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*02 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 
BIRTH-PLACE: US 
BIRTH-CITY: BROOKLYN 
BIRTH-PROV: NEW YORK 
BIRTH-DATE: 30SEP17 
CITIZEN: US 
PASSP-NO: B327155 
PASSP-CITY: WASHINGTON 
PASSP-DATISS: 20APR61 
ARRIV-DATE: 25MAY61 
DEPAR-DATE: 13MAY61 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DOPASS: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*03 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 
BIRTH-PLACE: US 
BIRTH-CITY: BROOKLYN 
BIRTH-PROV: NEW YORK 
BIRTH-DATE: 30SEP17 
CITIZEN: US 
ARRIV-DATE: 24AUG63 
DEPAR-DATE: 28JUN63 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DOPASS: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*04 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 
BIRTH-PLACE: US 
BIRTH-CITY: BROOKLYN 
BIRTH-PROV: NEW YORK 
BIRTH-DATE: 30SEP17 
CITIZEN: US 
ARRIV-DATE: 07OCT63 
DEPAR-DATE: 04OCT63 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DO PASS: BURSTEIN*ELIAS *170930*05 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 
BIRTH-PLACE: US 
BIRTH-CITY: BROOKLYN 
BIRTH-PROV: NEW YORK 
BIRTH-DATE: 30SEP17 
CITIZEN: US 
PASSP-NO: 327155 
PASSP-DATISS: 08APR64 
ARRIV-DATE: 15AUG64 
ARDAT-SUE: C 
DEPAR-DATE: 15JUL64 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DOPASS: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*06 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: ACTIVE 
BIRTH-PLACE: US 
BIRTH-CITY: BROOKLYN 

_-T TQ«T»p_r>PAV ■ «'T»y yAPV 




rrTrrr. .ii.fi rW5 
BIRTH-DATE: 30SEP17 
CITIZEN: US 
PASSP-NO: 571015 
PASSP-CITY: WASHINGTON 
PASSP-DATISS: 17MAY66 
ARRIV-DATE: 30JUL66 
ARDAT-SUF: C 
-DEPAR-DATE: 17JUN66 

RECORD-DATE: 87.1130 


* 


DORES: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*01 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: HISTORY 

ABRF-TYPE: A 

ABRF-NO: 2A 

STREET: 10 PL SE 

HOUSE-NO: 3418 

COUNTRY: US 

STATE/PROV: VA 

CITY: ALEXANDRIA 

RES-FROM-DATE: 01AUG45 

RES-FDAT-SUF: C 

RES-TO-DATE: 01MAY52 

RES-TDAT-SUF: C 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DORES: BURSTEIN#ELIAS*170930*02 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: ACTIVE 

ABRF-TYPE: A 

ABRF-NO: A 

STREET: BREAKERS DR 

HOUSE-NO: 3124 

COUNTRY: US 

STATE/PROV: CA 

CITY: COSTA MESA 

RES-FROM-DATE: 01SEP67 

RES-FDAT-SUF: C 

RES-TO-DATE: 01JUN68 

RES-TDAT-SUF: C 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DORES: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*03 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: HISTORY 

STREET: ARLINGTON RD 

HOUSE-NO: 729 

COUNTRY: US 

STATE/PROV: PA 

CITY: NARBERTH 

ZIP: 19072 

RES-FROM-DATE: 01JAN01 
RES-FDAT-SUF: C 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DOOCC: BURSTBI N’ :e ELIAS’ : 'l70930’ :e 01 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 
OCCUP: ASST INSTRUCTOR 
ESTABLISHMENT: UNIV KANSAS 
ESTAB-FDATE: 01JAN39 
ttMUM-SHT!_c___ 




ESTAB-TDATE: 01JAN41 
ETDATE-SUF: C 
ESTAB-CITY: LAWRENCE 
ESTAB-STATE: KS 
ESTAB-COUNTRT: US 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 
ESTAB-SECT: CHEM DEPT 


.DOOCC: BURSTEIN*ELIAS *170930*02 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 
OCCUP: RESEARCHER 

ESTABLISHMENT: MASSACHUSETTS INST TECH 

ESTAB-EDATE: 01SEP41 

EFDATE-SUE: C 

ESTAB-TDATE: 01JUN44 

ETDATE-SUF: C 

ESTAB-CITY:’ CAMBRIDGE 

ESTAB-STATE: MA 

ESTAB-COUNTRY: US 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DOOCC: BURSTEIN *ELIAS *170930*03 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 
OCCUP: 'RSCH ENGR 
ESTABLISHMENT: WHITE RSCH ASSOC 
ESTAB-FDATE: 01JUN44 
ESTAB-TDATE: 01JUN45 
ESTAB-STREET-NO: 899 
ESTAB-STREET: BOYLSTON ST 
ESTAB-CITY: BOSTON 
ESTAB-STATE: MA 
ESTAB-COUNTRY: US 
RECORD-DATE: ,871130 


DOOCC: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*04 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 
OCCUP: PHYSICIST 
ESTABLISHMENT: NAVAL RSCH LAB 
ESTAB-FDATE: 05JUN45 
ESTAB-TDATE: 01JAN58 
ETDATE-SUF: C 
ESTAB-CITY: WASHINGTON 
ESTAB-STATE: DC 
ESTAB-COUNTRY: US 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 
ES.TAB-SECT: CAPITAL BRANCH 


DOOCC: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*05 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
' STATUS: HISTORY 
I OCCUP: GUEST LECTURER 

ESTABLISHMENT: UNIV CALIFORNIA 
ESTAB-FDATE: 01SEP67 
EFDATE-SUF: C 


ESTAB-TDATE: 

ETDATE-SUF: 

ESTAB-CITY: 

ESTAB-STATE: 


01JUN68 


C 

IRVINE 

CA 



j_111 







RECORD-DATE: 871130 1 


ESTAB-SECT: 


PHYSICS :DEPT| 


DOOCC: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*06 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: ACTIVE 
OCCUP: PROFESSOR 
ESTABLISHMENT: UNIV PENNSYLVANIA 
ESTAB-FDATE: 01SEP58 
ESTAB-CITY: PHILADELPHIA 
ESTAB-STATE: PA 
ESTAB-COUNTRY: US 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 
ESTAB-SECT: PHYSICS DEPT 


DOREL*: EURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*01 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: ACTIVE 
REL-LAST: BURSTEIN 
REL-FIRST: RENA 
EEL-MIDDLE: RUTH 
RELATIONSHIP: WIFE 
REL-YR-BIRTH: 1926 
REL-STAT-PAW: P 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 


.DOCAR: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930#01 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: ACTIVE 
LICENSE-STATE: PA 
LICENSE-NO: H41300 
AUTO-MAKE: DATS 
AUTO-YEAR: 83 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 
VIN: JN1HT11S2DT024663 


DOCAR: BURSTEIN*£LIAS*170930*02 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: ACTIVE 
LICENSE-STATE: PA 
LICENSE-NO: 26161126 
AUTO-MAKE: PLYM 
AUTO-YEAR: 74 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 
VIN: VL41C4F233580 


DOEDU: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*01 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: ACTIVE 

UNIV-INST: BROOKLYN COLL 

AREA-STUDY: SCIENCES 

ED-FROM-DATE: 12SEP34 

ED-TO-DATE: 27JUN38 

ED-CITY: BROOKLYN 

ED-STATE: NY 

ED-COUNTRY: US 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DOEDU: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*02 

TTPTtft fPP-TUTP# _ 





STATUS: ACTIVE 
UNIV-INST: UNIV KANSAS 
AREA-STUDY: CHEM 
ED-FROM-DATE: 20SEP39 
ED-TO-DATE: 09MAY41 
ED-CITY: LAWRENCE 
ED-STATE: KS 
ED-COUNTRY: US 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DOEDU: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*03 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: ACTIVE 

UNIV-INST: MASSACHUSETTS INST TECH 

ED-FROM-DATE: 01SEP41 

EDFDATE-SUF: C 

ED-TO-DATE: 01FEB43 

EDTDATE-SUF: C 

ED-CITY: CAMBRIDGE 

.ED-STATE: MA 

ED-COUNTRY.: US 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DOEDU: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*04 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: ACTIVE 
UNIV-INST: CATHOLIC UNIV 
AREA-STUDY: PHYSICS 
ED-FROM-DATE: 01FEB46 
EDFDATE-SUF: C 
ED-TO-DATE: 01JUN49 
EDTDATE-SUF: C 
ED-CITY: WASHINGTON 
ED-STATE: DC 
ED-COUNTRY: US 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 


DOREM: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*001 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: HISTORY 

P.EM-DATE: 21MAY58 

O-REMARKS: VISITED EUROPE 

RECORD-DATE: 871.130 

REM-KEY: TD 


DOREM: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*1?0930*002 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: HISTORY 

REM-DATE: 21JUL58 

Q-REMARKS: APPROX RETURN TO US 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 

REM-KEY: RT 


DOREM: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*003 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 


REM-DATE: 12MAY61 

0-REMARKS: VISITED EUROP 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 
REM-KEY: TD 





DOREM: BURSTEI N*EDI AS *17®50*004 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 ^ 


STATUS: HISTORY 
REM-DATE: 25MAY61 
Q-REMARKS: RETURNED TO US 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 


REM-KEY: RT 


DOREM: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*005 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: HISTORY 

REM-DATE: 28JUN63 

O-REMARKS: VISITED EUROPE 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 

REM-KEY: TD 


DOREM: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*006 
UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 
STATUS: HISTORY 
REM-DATE: 24AUG63 
Q-^REMARKS: RETURNED TO US 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 
REM-KEY: RT 


DOREM: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*007 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: HISTORY 

REM-DATE: 04OCT63 

Q-REMARKS: VISITED EUROPE 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 

REM-KEY: TD 


DOREM: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*008 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: HISTORY 

REM-DATE: 07OCT63 

Q-REMARKS: RETURNED TO US 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 

REM-KEY: RT 


DOREM: BURSTEI N*ELIAS*170930*009 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: HISTORY 

REM-DATE: 15JUL64 

Q-REMARKS: VISITED EUROPE 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 

REM-KEY: TD 


DOREM: BURSTEIN*SLIAS*1?0930*010 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS': HISTORY 

REM-DATE: 15AUG64 

Q-REMARKS: APPROX RETURN TO US 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 

.REM-KEY: RT 


DOREM: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*011 

ttPT 'XfMQtMQr? _ 
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STATUS: HISTORY 
REM-DATE: 17JUN66 
Q-REMARKS: VISITED EUROPE 
RECORD-DATE: 871130 
REM-KEY: TD 


DOREM: BURSTEIN*ELIAS*170930*012 

UPDATE-DATE: 30NOV87 

STATUS: ACTIVE 

REM-DATE: 30JUD66 

Q-REMARKS: APPROX RETURN TO US 

RECORD-DATE: 871130 

REM-KEY: .RT 
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OrriONAt FOf*M NO, 10 
MAY |»«z COITION 
€SA FfMR(« CCft) lOt-JM 


isfe< 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATI^GOVERNMENT 



< 


to : 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

date: S/20/68 


FROM : 

SAC, Philadelphia 


(RUC) 

b3 

subject: 

ELIAS BURSTEIN 

IS - R 




(60: LA) ™~"~” 




ReBulet to Los Angeles 4/18/68. 



_On 5/1S/681_ 


I b6 


b7C 


source„ (PROTECT IDENTITY), advised SA FRANCIS J. GAFFNEY her b7D 
I I Dr. ELIAS BURSTEIN is a Professor in the Physics 

Department, U. of Pa., and is on a "Scholarly Leave of Absence" 
for the entire academic year 1967-68. The file did not show 
where he was spending the sabbatical leave. The file listed 
his permanent residence as 729 Arlington Road,KSrb'erth, Pa. 

His wife was listed as RENA B. BURSTEIN, and her date of 
birth was shown as 7/12/26. Dr. BURSTEIN has been a member 
of the faculty at the U. of Pa. since 9/1/S8. 


The file -indicated Dr. BURSTEIN had given the follow¬ 
ing "Invited Talks:" 

1. International Conference on Lattice Dynamics, 
Copenhagen, Denmark, August 1963 

2. Four lectures on the "Interaction Between 
Phonons and Photons" given at the NATO Summer School on Phonons 
and Phonon Interactions, Aarlius,'Denmark, in August 1963 


3. Colloquium on "Infrared and Roman Spectia" 
Cambridge University, Cambridge, England, July 1963. 

4. Colloquium on "Spatial Dispersion Effects in 
Semiconductors and Metals," University of North Carolina, 
May 1963 

2 - Bureau (RM) 

2 - Los Angeles (RM) 

2 - WFO (RM) 

- Philadelphia 



.— 
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Btfjt S»S r fi'liigs'T$oncti Kc^fuarly on the Payroll Savings Plan 












DIRECTOR, FBI 


5/31/$$ 


sac, wro 
ELIAS BURSTEItf 


(RDC) 


IS - R 
<00; LA) 



Re Bulct 4/l$/6$, requesting WO to check appropriate 
records. United States Department of State (USDS). 


On 5/17/60, the following information was obtained 
from a review of the passport file on .ELIAS BURSTEI'?, bom 
9/30/17» Hew York* Hew York: 

BURSTEIM made application for a passport on 5/11/66, 
at the District Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, and 
was Issued Passport #571015 on 5/17/66, at Washington, D.C. 
The passport application Indicated BURST EIH planned to 
depart Philadelphia, Pa,, on 6/17/66, via TWA Airlines for 
an intended stay abroad of aix weeks. The purpose of his 
trip was indicated to be for vacation with family and attend 
conference and NATO Advanced Study Institute in Italy. His 
proposed itinerary was listed as France, Israel, Greece, 

Italy and Austria. 


This passport is valid for three years travel to 
all countries except Albania, Cuba, and those portions of 
China, Korea, and Vietnam under Communist control. BURSTER* 
Indicated that his wife, REHA BURSTER!, address 729 Arlington 
Road, Harberth, pa., should be notified in the event of 
death or accident. 


2* Bureau 

Xos Angeles <RM) 
(2> Philadelphia <RM> 
1- WO 


( 


\ 


* 



SE3lAltZ£?i;i-FILED 1 

--Mi—4-3368 


MPHibfa 

(7) 





BUKSTEIN was previously issued Passport #B327155 
on 4/20/61, In VDC. At that time he indicated he planned 
travel to France, and England for 1% weeks, to attend NATO 
sponsored conference on Materials Science, 5/15-19/61. tie 
indicated he planned to depart Philadelphia or WDC via 
Military Air Transportation Service (MATS) or Pan American 
(Pan Am) on 5/12/61. 

, * - * 

BUSSTEIH renewed Passport #8327155 on 4/8/64. At 
that time BUKSTEIN indicated he planned to depart the U.S. 
on 7/15/64, iron Hew York or Philadelphia for a one month visit 
to France, Belgium, Switzerland, Denmark and England to attend 
an international conference. 

On the passport renewal application, under the 
caption Previous travel outside the U.S.,” BURSTEIN listed 
the following! 

5/13/61 - 5/25/61 Oxford, England; Paris, France; 

and Zurich, Switzerland 

London,Exeter, Oxford, and Cambridge, 
England 

London, Oxford, and Cambridge, England; 
Paris, Trance; Amsterdam, Holland; 
Copenhagen and Aarhus, Denmark,and 
Coteburg, Sweden 

10/4/63 - 10/7/63 Paris, France, and London, England 

i , 

BUKSTEIN was issued Passport #159479 on 5/15/58, 
in VDC, and indicated he planned to depart the U.S. on 5/2168, 
from Andrews Air Force Base, via MATS, for two months travel 
to France, England, and Brussels, to participate in a 
conference on Spectroscopy of Solids and to visit various 
research laboratories snd universities. The passport application 
indicated that this travel was in connection with official 
business Tor the U.S. Navy Department. 


July, 1962 
6/28/63 - 8/24/63 


2 
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BURSTEIN was identified a* a physicist, CS 14, and this was 
a special passport Issued at the request of the Havy Department. 

the following background data was obtained front 
BURSTEIH's passport file: 


Haste} 

Date of Birth: 
Height: 

Hair; 

Qres: 

' Occupation: 
Permanent residence: 
Relatives: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Wife: 


ELIAS BURSTEIN 

9/30/17, at Hew York, Hew York 

5*7V* 

Brown 

Brown 

Professor of physics 

729 Arlington Hoad, Berberth, Pa* 

SAMUAL BURSTEIN, bom 1/23/90, 
Russia (U.S. citizen) 

SARAH PLOTKIH, bom 8/17/96, 

Russia (U*S* cltiren) 

RENA ROTH 8O4S0H, bom 7/12/26, 

Hew York, Hew York; married 6/17/ 43 


Subject's passport photograph has been copied and 
prints will fee furnished to Los Angeles and Philadelphia by 
routing slip when available. 


On 5/8/68, SA 


files of the Office of Security, OSDS, 
identifiable with ELIAS BURSTEIN. 


was advised that 


contained no information 


b6 

b7C 


WO files contain the following information concerning 
ELIAS BURSTEIH: 


In case captioned "Visit of Soviets to Conference 
on Tunnel Phe n o mena a nd Meeting of American Physical Society, 
1961, iS-V f | I ELIAS 

BURSTEIH, Professor, University of Pennsylvania, is listed as 
having invited and acted as sponsor for the visit of two Soviet 


b3 


I 


3 









« b3 


Mclantlate ta this conference* The Soviets v 

as 

horn 


horn 


* 

i 


jp*t 


In case captioned "BORIS PETROVICH 2AKHARCHENYA, 
eka IS-R (GROUP)it it reported that 2AKHARCHEHYA, identified 
at a scientific employee, Institute of physical Technology, 
visited the U.S. 1/6/67 to 7/5/67. Bis visit vat sponsored 
hy the U.S. Academy of Science under the provisions of the 
East-West Exchange Agreement. Professor ELIAS BURSTBIN, 
University of Pennsylvania, acted as host to EAKBABCHEMIA 
during his visit to Philadelphia, Pa, 6/12/67 - 6/13/67. I 


b6 

b7C 


VFO files contain other reference to ELIAS BURSTEIM; 
however, this inforstation was reported in VFOlet 1/27/53, < 
WFOfile 116-34842, during the ASAA investigation and do^not 
appear to he pertinent to this investigation* The Bureau 
has furnished Los Angeles copies of the results of the 
AEAA investigation. 



4 





Optional form no \o 
MAY \KJ EO«T»ON 
OSA CEN. NO. *? 


pate: 6/2U/68 



(RUC) 


UNITED STATES GOipRNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI 
from : s A c, LOS ANGELES [ 

.f *■ -s» 

subject: ELIAS BURSTEIN 

IS - R .... , 

00: Philadelphia 


Re Bureau letter to Los Angeles dated 4/18/68, 
Philadelphia letter to the Bureau dated 5/20/68 and 
""^Washington Field letter to the Bureau dated 5/3l/68. 

Enclosed for Philadelphia are Springfield report 
dated 1/9/53, Kansas City report dated 1/23/53, New York 
report dated 1/26/53, Boston report dated 1/27/53 and 
Washington Fiel d report dated 1/27/53, all captioned "ELIAS 
BURSTEIN - WA - |AEAA."0ne photograph of subject 

taken 5/11/66 is aisb enclosed. 

_ On 6/14/68.1 

I [ (established source; 

having previously been advised of the Bureau's interest In 
travel of individuals behind the Iron Curtain, advised that 
, ELIAS BURSTEIN, Professor of Physics, University of 

Pennsylvania and a guest lecturer at UCI during the 1967 to 
1968 scholastic year, had returned to his home at Narbeth, 
Pennsylvania a nd to his position at the University of 
Pennsylvania. also advised that BURSTEIN had accepted 

an invitation to attend an International Conference on the 
Physics of Semi-Conductors in Moscow, USSR during the early 
summer of 1968. During his stay at UCI, BURSTEIN resided at 
3124 a Breakers Drive, Costa Mesa, California with his wife 
RENA. , 

Los Angeles Indices are negative on subject. 


2 - Bureau (RM) 
Philadelphia 
^ I - Los Angeles 



(Enc, 6) (RM) 


LUM/myw 

(5) 



SEARCHED_INDEXED.—,— 

SERIALIZED-^, mm .AC/ 
JUN 2 819RS ' 
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Records, Costa Mesa Police Department (6/7/68) 
and Orange County Sheriff’s Office, Santa Ana, California, 
(6/4/68) were negative on subject. Records, Western Orange 
County Credit Bureau, Costa Mesa, California, (6/7/68) contained 
a file on subject but no additional Information to that set 
forth above. 


In'View of the fact that subject has returned to 
the University of Pennsylvania and will be attending the 
conference in Moscow in the future, the Philadelphia Office 
is being considered origin in this matter. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form Xo. x 

TH ts CASC ORtGINATCO AT g UJ^EAU 


OAtC WHtN 
MADC 
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AEAA 


SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 


REFERENCE: Bureau letter dated December 18, 1952* 

• * 

DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

— » i. —————» ■ ■■■■ — ■ -t 

- * s ** 

EDUCATION 

k - 

Mrs. ELIZABETH BROWN, Clerk, Registrar's Office, 
Catholic University the, applicant’s school records 

for Special Agent|_ I which reflected that the 

applicant attended Catholic University Graduate School on a 
part-time basis pursuing a Ph.D. Degree. He majored, in physics, 
and attended there from February, 19U6, to June, 19U9, receiving 
credit in four courses. The applicant's birth data and address 
were verified. Nothing unfavorable was re flected in these records 
regarding the applicant. 

Dr. KARL F. HERZFSLD, Physics Wieggofi Lainorxc—- 

University, advised Special- Agent|_|that he was 

the applicant's major orofessor and recalled the applicant as a 
good student. He stated that he never had any reason to question 
the applicant's character, reputation, associates or loyalty to 
the United States. He advised that he knew the applicant only 
as a student. Dr. HERZFECB added that he knew o f no one else 
on the teaching staff who would remember the app£$ftitowta—— iicexed,- 
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EMPLOYMENT 

- - Special Agent ?'AURICS G. AUSTIN searched the records at the 
Naval Research Laboratory, Department of the Navy, and advised that the 
applicant was appointed on June 5, 19U5, as a Contract Employee for the 
Naval Research Laboratory. On March 11, 191*6, he was appointed Physicist 
for the Naval Research Laboratory and is presently working in that capacity. 
The applicant's efficiency ratings were recorded as "satisfactory”. The 
applicant's birth data was verified and nothing unfavorable was reflected 
in his record. 

Mr. PAUL H. EGLI, Supervisor, Optics Branch, Naval Research 
Laboratory, advised Special Agent MAURICE G. AUSTIN that he’has been 
the applicant's .-immediate supervisor since the applicant 'came there in 
1936. He statedTthat he was also acquainted with the applicant socially 
and regards him favorably as to character, associates and loyalty to 
the United States Government. 

Dr. PAUL L. SMITH, Consultant, Optics Division, Naval Research 
Laboratory, advised Special Agent MAURICE G. AUSTIN that he has known the 
applicant as a. co-worker since 191*6 and commented 'favorably regarding the 
applicant's character, associates and loyalty to the U.S. Government. 

t * J - 

I t -r 

Dr. SAMUEL ZERFOSS, Chemist, Naval Research Laboratory, aivised 
Special Agent MAURICE G. AUSTIN that he has knovn the applicant both 
socially and as a co-worker since 191*6 and recommended the applicant 
favorably as to character, associates and loyalty to the U* S. Government. 

Dr. JAKES ,H. SCHULVAN, Chemist, Naval Research Laboratory, advised 
Special Agent MAURICE G. AUSTIN that he has known the applicant as a co-worker 
since 191*6 and lived with the applicant as a roomer for two months. He 
stated’ he was also acquainted with the applicant socially and regarded 
him favorably as to character, loyalty and associates and recommended 
him highly .for a position of trust and confidence. 

Mr. I. IRVING FRIEDMAN,’Chemist,'Geological Survey, Naval 
Gun Factory, advised that he has known the applicant for about seven and 
one half years as a co-worker at the Naval Research Laboratory and also 
as a fellow officer of the applicant at the Rutherford Instrument Company, 
an instrument company of three or four men working a few hours each week on 
their own time at home. The applicant was one of the founders of the company 
in 19l*7. An instrument was designed and was manufactured by another company. 
Only seven Instruments were manufactured and the idea was given up* The 
comoany was dissolved in 1950. Mr* FRIEDMAN stated he was acquainted with 
the"applicant socially and regarded him as having reputable associates. 

Mr. FRIEDMAN commented favorably regarding the applicant's character and 
loyalty to the U.'S. Government and recommended him for a position of trust 
and confidence. 

Mr* LEWIS R. JOHNSON, Chemist, Naval Research Laboratory, advised 
Special Agent MAURICE 0. AUSTIN that he has known the applicant 
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as a friend and co-worker since 191*6., He‘stated that the applicant has 
a fine character, reputable associates and is "loyal to the G. S. Government 
He recommended the applicant for a position of trust and confidence. 


It is noted that Mr. LEWIS R. JOHNSON was listed as a reference 
by the applicant* ' . 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


Mrs. ROBERT TOLLEY, Manager, Hillside Terrace Apartments, 

1805 23rd Street, S. £»> searched her records and advised that she 
could locate no record of the applicant as living there. She stated 
that her records were incomplete and that if the applicant li.ved with 
another family, her files would not reflect the applicant as living there 
.-in the project. . • .. 


•« -i' * 


\ ’ The following people of 1906 23rd Street, S* B., advised they 

were not acquainted with the applicant: Mrs. D. FRASER, apartment 113 C 
(here ten years); Mrs. C. L. LOVETT, apartment 113 B (here three years); 
Mrs. THELMA R. ALT EMUS,- apartment 112 G (here one year) and Mrs. VICTOR 
GRECO, apartment 111 A (here three months)* 


•• ’• Mrs..L. G. BENJAMIN, Resident Manager, 3U1U 10th Place, S. B., ‘ 

verified that the applicant, his wife and children lived at 3Ul8 10th 
Place, S. E., .from August, 191*5, .to May, 1952. She stated that the 
applicant and his family were good tenants and had a favorable record. 

Mhs. BENJAMIN stated that she did not know the applicant personally; 
however, she never heard anything unfavorable concerning him. 


Mrs. ALICE COHEN, 3U18 10th Place, S. B., apartment 2 A, 
advised that she knew the applicant and his family for about three 
years as neighbors. She stated that the applicant appeared to be a 
. quiet, reserved individual and was a good provider for his family-. She ‘ 
stated that she was not acquainted with the applicant socially but that 
the applicant appeared to have a good character and she would have no 
reason to doubt his loyalty to the U. S. Government. 


-Mrs. JB. LESTER, 3U18 10th Place, S. E., apartment 1 C, advised 
that she casually knew the applicant and his wife for about one month, 
not well enough to comment; however, she stated she never heard anything 
unfavorable regarding him. ' ‘ 

• , t , Mrs. Z. F0N0R0W, 31*18 10th Place, S. E., apartment 1 A, advised 

that she knew the applicant and his family casually as neighbors .for about 
four or five months. She stated that the applicant appeared to be a fine 
nan and that she had no reason to doubt his loyalty to the United States 
Government. She stated that she has never heard anything unfavorable 
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■ regarding the applicant or his family. 

, Mrs. LESTER PHILLIPS, 3Ul8 10th Place, S. E., apartment 2 B, 

advised that she knew the applicant and his wife for about one year 
fairly well as next-door neighbors and slightly socially. She stated 
that the applicant has a good character, reputation, associates and to 
. her knowledge, is a loyal American citizen. She stated that although the 
applicant moved during the spring of 1952, she still sees the applicant's- 
‘ wife occasionally. Mrs. PHILLIPS added that Mr. REISER, who lives in 
apartment 2 C, would know the applicant* , 

t > ; f 

Mr* EMANUEL REISER, Survey Statistician, Office of, Interdivisional 
Operations, Bureau of Census, Suitland, Maryl and, who liv<>s a t apartment 2 C, 
3ul8 10th Place, S. B., advised Special Agent | | that the 

applicant and his family lived in apartment 2 A for about seven years. 

;.’ Head vised that he knew the applicant and his family fairly well'as , 

, „neignbors and stated’that the applicant has a fine .character, .reputable 
associates and is loyal to the U. S» Government. He stated that he knew . 
of no organizations to which the applicant belonged nor had he heard 
anything unfavorable regarding the applicant. He stated that he was 
not acquainted with the applicant’s parents and .recommended the applicant 
' for a position of trust and confidence. 

t ’ , - * - ** 1 > 

Mrs. N. J. SANDBERG, Route 1, Box 91 N. 1 Collin<ywnnri Avormo, 

, Alexandria, Virginia, advised Special Agent I I that she * 

is acquainted with the applicant and .his family and has known them for 
the past seven months. She stated that the applicant appears to have a 
, good character, a ;fine reputation, reputable associates and to her 
'^’knowledge, is a loyal American. She stated that the only other 
.people In the neighborhood who might know the applicant are the BROVOfSt- 
• ** s the applicant lives in a new development which is not complete. 

Brigadier General W. F. BROM, U. S. Marine Corps, retired, 

. W7 West Boulevard Drive, Alexandria, Virginia, advised Special Agent 

I _ I that he met the apolicant sometime in May, 1952, 

and has kno-.^n'him-only ‘as a- neighbor’’since, that .tine. H e stated-that • , 

the applicant and his family appear to be fine people of good character 
and that he had never heard anything unfavorable regarding them. 

*, > t * ■* »» 1 

The following advised Special Agent 
that they did not know the applicant or his family: Mrs. ANNABELLE 
ZIHBRO, 625 West Boulevard Drive, Alexandria, Virginia; Mrs. M\RY 
OLIVER, 615 West Boulevard Drive, Alexandria, Virginia; Mrs. R. J.* 

. McLEAREN, 112 Collingwood Road, Alexandria, Virginia. 

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL 

Special Employee JOHN J. LANDERS was advised that the records 
of the D. C. Credit Bureau, Incorporated, Washington, D. C., reflect the 
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names of the applicant and his wife as having a favorable credit record. 

Special Employee LOUIE F. DEAN was advised that *the credit 
records of the Retail Merchants Association, Alexandria, Virginia, 
contained no information regarding the applicant or his wife. 


Special Employee LOUIE P. DEAN was advised that the records 
of the Montgomery County Police Department, Rockville, Maryland, contained 
no record of the applicant or his wife* , 

Special Employee LOUIE F. DEAN was advised that the records 
of the Police Department, Alexandria, Virginia, contained no inforaation 
regarding the applicant or his wife. 

,, , . Special Employee RICHARD V. SMITH searched the records of the 

Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, D. C.,'and advised that the 
applicant was fined $10 on January 26, 1918, ; f or "turning from the wrong 
lane with his autoaobile". No further inforaation was reflected regarding 
the applicant or his wife. 

Special Employee WALTER J. TOLSON was advised that the records 
of the U. S. Park Police, Washington, D. C., contained no inforaation 
regarding the applicant or his wife. > , 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Special Agent | [ searched the records of the 

House Committee on Un-American Activities and advised that they contained 
no information regarding the applicant or his wife.' r ’• 


, Special Employee ROY R. RODMAN was advised'that the records of 
the Office of Naval Intelligence contained.no information regarding 
the applicant. ’ ; 


Soecial Eaoloyee JOHN J...LANDERS was advised that the records 
of the Investigations Divisionj Civil Service Commission, contained no 
information regarding the applicant., > , • 
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Miss ;: fiCKM KEtTHySecretary.} ’Dean; of'Students, Massa¬ 
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SYNOPSIS OP FACTS! 


REFERENCE: 


Bureau letter to Washington Field,;12/l8/52« 


DETAILS: 


Birth 


Records of the Department of Health, Brooklyn, 
New York, checked by SE AMBROSE W. CONROY, established the 
birth, of ELIAS-BURSTEIN, under Certificate Number 38925, on 
September 30, 1917 at Brooklyn, New York., His parents were^ 
listed as SAMUEL BURSTEIN, .born in Russia, and SARAH PLOTKIN 
BURSTEIN, also born in Russia. | ““ 


Education I 

Brooklyn College 
Avenue H and Bedford Avenue 
■* Brooklyn, New York _’ '' 


seriaIi 

■ .IUL1 - 1 3S3 

1 ^ _ V v —n ri Cri.»U 


* BEVERLY DRUCKER, clerk. Registrar '\ Office, 

furnished records which reflected ELIAS BURSTEIN, Hoorn 
September 30', 1917, .Brooklyn, New York, attended Brooklyn 
College from September 12, ,1934 until June 27, 1938, when he 
was graduated Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 

Miss DRUCKER volunteered that the applicant majored in 
Sciences, primarily Chemistry and Physics, and maintained 
a scholastic average which she considered w 3»> n 
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1 .The record also indicated that the applicant’s 

-father, SAMUEL BURSTEIN, born in Russia, was granted United 
States States citizenship in 1915* The applicant's address . 
while at Brooklyn College was listed as 1921; West 6 Street, 4 
Brooklyn, the’home of his parents. No campus address was 
.listed, nor were extra-curricular activities or after-hours 
employment. • *■ 

WALTER MAIS, Chairman of the Physics Department, said 
he recalled the applicant as a student; has met him. occasionally 
in the American Physics Society meetings; and has fblloired 
BURSTEIN^ well-written papers as published by the Navy 
Department Laboratory. ; The applicant was a conscientious ^ 1 

student, responsible and decent in conduct. 'MATS said"it is 
his belief that the applicant is loyal to the United States, 
as there never was any reflection of subversive affiliations 
or associates in his campus activity. His moral character, 
choice of friends, who were primarily science students, and 
general demeanor were excellent. 


j, * 

i 


r' tt \ 


- •• •’■ EDWARD GREEN, Physics.Professor, said he remembered 

BURSTEIN as a student and considered him - a reliable, patriotic 
person of good character and associates. GREEN said the ap¬ 
plicant was completely immersed in his Science courses while 
a student-, and apparently had little time"or interest in other 
affairs. v,- * ’> - , , . . , 

* * * * k ^ e 

Unproductive attempts were made to contact Professors 
DOROTHEA MOSSMAN, Chemistry, and BERNHARD KURRELKEYER, Physics, 
who are believed by the above faculty members to ( have knox^lecge 
of the applicant. 

* 1 

j. J • ' ‘ ' *■■■-,. ' 4'V -.*.’*-* ■ \ * ' . . 

Credit . • . , 

- ■ , ' ■ ' - . . ' . ' 1 ’ . ’• : 

Records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York, 
checked .by SE RICHARD F. 0’KARA, reflect no trade in the file 
or derogatory Information pertaining to the applicant or his 
relatives. 

t ", » 

5 * ' : -* 1 ’ * » ‘ * - " ' * * 

” • Criminal . i . \ 

, - • 1 * * 

Records of. the New York City Police Department,. as 
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SYNOPSIS OP FACTS: 

REFERENCE: 

DETAILS: 


Bulet to W 


asnmgtoiT Field dated 12-18-52. 


AT LAWRENCE, KANSAS 
EDUCATION 


\ 


Mrs NICKIE ALLEN, Registrar*s Office, University 

of Kansas, advised records list birth as 9-30-17 at New York City, 

N.Y. Applicant entered 9-20-39, graduating 5-9with an M.A. 

Degree in Chemistry. There is no unfavorable information in 

files of Registrar. • • 

• * 

Dr. R. 0. BREWSTER, Chairman, 1 Chemistry Department', 
and Professor A. W. DAVIDSON reported favorably’as to character, ■ 
reputation, loyalty and associates. They advised applicant was a 
part-time instructor and his work was satisfactory. 

‘ ' NEIGHBORHOOD 

Professor A. W. DAVIDSON, Chemistry Department, 
University of Kansas, advised ’he formerly resided at 1538 Tennessee 
and applicant had a room at his home during school terms 1939 and 
i9lj.o. 

1 < ft 

Mrs. W. S., STARKEY, -902 Ohio, stated she owned > 
the residence at 900 Ohio and rented apartments to college students. 
She could not recall the applicant staying at 900 Ohio during school 
term In 1950 and 194.1. 
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1 There Is no record at the Credit Bureau or 

Police Department in Lawrence,' Kansas ; concerning applicant. 
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E3F3JSIICE: 'Bureau letter to ~ashingtctTHieIcTaatedNDeces.ber IS, 1552. Tl 
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DETAILS: AT 3PPINCPI2LD, ILLINOIS . JJ 

4 

• , , .Confidential xnforrant 1-1, of unknown reliability;, advised 
... S*J " that in-April, 1943, .Dr. SUC-ENE HABKOV/ITCH, applicant's 
reference, attended a .meeting of the Independent Citizens 
'ij Connittes of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, at Chicago, 

Illinois, which was also attended by the Informant. BABINC- 
Sb NTTCH was reported as raking a speech at said neeting. 

.J £j(\ , According to the inforr-ant, PABEICVfITCK was later one of 

is. V , ■ thejngrft persons who detected that this organization waa ' 

■ -v v . a. l ’phoney ,! or a '’front ' 1 organization- for theCosrunist Party. 

■» The inforrant continued to Eention-that EABIN07/TTCH -immediately 

AsY .. severed his connection with the afore- es ntioned organization. 

|i ■ ‘ : 

* With reference to the Independent Citizens Committee of the 
yArts, Sciences and Professions, it was. cited as 3 Comm is t 
Lfront by the Congressional Corriittee on Un-Ar.erica Activities, 
^Review of the Scientific and Cultural Conference .for Torld Peace 
. ^arranged by the’ National Council pf the Arts-, Sciences, and 
., , --'Professions and held in New York City on 'arch 25 , 26, and 27,. 

-1945, House Report -No. 1954,-April 26, .1950 (originally re- 
\ leased April 19, 1949), page 2j and .House Beport .No. '373, on 
^— \ The Corwunist "Peace” .Offensive, April,25, 19^ , aagj ngl date, 

A Anril 1, 1951’, pages 11 and 12. / . I SgAftctfEcu.. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 


: SAC, Philadelphia 


FROM 


: Director, FBI 


subject: ELIAS BURSTEIN 
VISITOR TO USSR 
IS - R 


t 

date: 10/1/68 


Reurlet 9/12/68. 

The Bureau notes that investigation in this 
case was initiated in April, 1968, based on data that 
subject accepted an invitation from the Academy of 
Sciences of the USSR to attend an International Conference 
on Physics of Semi-Conductors. At that time, he was a 
visiting professor at the University of California on 
sabbatical leave from the University of Pennsylvania. 

Subsequent background investigation of subject 
has failed to determine whether or not subject has 
actually traveled to the Soviet Union although inquiry 
at the University of California has confirmed his 
acceptance of an invitation to attend the above-mentioned 
conference.. Therefore, prior to considering your request 
for interview of subject, it is desired that additional 
investigative steps be taken to determine whether subject, 
in fact, traveled to the Soviet Union. 






SAC 


6/23/72 


b3 

b7E 


SA EDWARD A. SMITH 


ALFRED ZAWADOWSKI 
IS-HU 




Re New Yorlc letter to Director 5/31/72 indicating 
subject would be visiting Professor E. BURNSTEIN, Department 
of Physics, University of Philadelphia , The records of the 
University of Pennsylvania reflect that DR. ELIAS BURNSTEIN 
is a professor of physics and resides at 729 Arlington Road, 
Narberth, Pa. 

On 6/21 and 22/72 the following sources at the 
University of Pennsylvania were alerted for any information 
concerning visit, of subject: 
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